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delegation showed no sign of yielding on the question of standardiza-
tion of Continental forces, and Herr Nadolny also refused to withdraw
his amendments regarding reservists and overseas forces. The Ger-
mans wished to continue the first reading examination of the draft
convention and to pass on to the question of material, but a number
of other delegations, including the French, held that the second reading
of the effectives chapter should be taken without delay and decisions
reached on the controversial points. If this procedure were to be
adopted, however, and the German amendments were to be rejected,
it was to be feared that the German delegation would withdraw from
the Conference, and there was therefore some support for the idea
that it would be better for the Conference to adjourn for some months
without risking a breach with Germany. On the 8th May the question
of procedure was discussed by the Bureau of the Conference, but no
agreement was reached. Mr. Eden (who had returned to London
on the 4th May in order to give the British Government first-hand
information regarding the critical situation of the Conference) was in
favour of coming to immediate decisions on the effectives chapter,
and he was strongly supported by Monsieur Massigli. Mr. Wilson
(a member of the United States delegation who had been taking an
active part in the informal conversations that had been going on)
suggested that Herr Nadolny might withdraw his amendments and
make a general reservation on the effectives chapter, but Herr
Nadolny refused to consider this possibility. The Bureau finally
decided, as the only course open to it, to recommend further private
conversations (in spite of the dislike of such conversations which was
consistently manifested by the smaller Powers), in the hope that the
German delegation might at least be persuaded by this means to
abandon their purely negative standpoint and produce counter-
proposals.
•The prospects of a satisfactory outcome of these informal negotia-
tions seemed slightly more hopeful as a result of a statement issued
by the German Defence Minister, General von Blomberg, on the 8th
May. While General von Blomberg declared that Germany could
not accept any ultimatum from other Powers on such an important
question as her system of defence, he implied that her refusal to
consider the French proposal for standardization was not her last
word on the subject. He pointed out that it was not possible to alter
the defence system rapidly, and that a gradual shortening of the
period of service was essential. The hope of a compromise which this
statement appeared to offer was disappointed, however; and on the
llth May Mr. Eden, who had been conducting negotiations with

